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Justices to ~Wezgh Limits”

In Suits Agiinst Officials

_’“?-’ . Dxrector “Williamr - E. Colby, - “forther
- _C'lA'deputy director-Vernon A.. Wal-.
“THe Supreme Court’ agreed 'ves ;ters-and -possibly others. who at. the
day to decide whether a citizer claims;: | tirre'of thesuit:were’ in the same jobs:
ing violation of basie rights by. 2 fedws. they'd:held-during’ the- perxod of th»
eral official- can.sue for damages:; 5, mdepenm,s.,_ A e
any of the 50 states. . "< ..el : ~-'a\~=‘*ﬁ—, Sitch* fedetaf; olficeis dx.‘:er from
case arising- n'om é seent;,Cengu;a}gIb,. prgate detendantss*because thay can
>~ The Justices‘-wnrnen argumanx mtﬁ-that— thezrﬁ’omcml -acts may
case arising from a_ secret Central-hr- e aﬂect. people- in:every part of -the
.telligence. Agency: ‘project : in,; wlnd; ‘United Sattea. "Chief Judge Frank M.
:215,000 private Jetters to.and. frony the- Coffin wvrote. -Besides, he said, a tridl
“Soviet Union were ‘opened,’ read,.and.'i"judgecan transfera case When thatis
cn‘culated from 1953 to 1973. - _H -&.“in the interest of Justice.”.&: .~
:. They also- will’ hear argument in A ‘Yesterday‘ .the Supreme “ Court ;
case arising-from a grand jury investx—-'f” granted.a-petition by Colbyand- Wal-1
-ganon of: -the- Vietnam.: veterans\.g; ters: forzreview -of the ruling. They.
Agamst the War in- Tanahasseo« Fla ST contended ‘that it denies- due-process
m 1972, s e SHLIIRTI S e G + 0f: law-:by forcing ‘them to >defend
" The CIA case becan in ‘1975 wher :themselves-in.a- ‘jurisdiction to which
ixve persons-who saxd they  repre-- ftheyrhave-no ‘ties, ‘and’ to tr:nel to a.
‘sented. “tens ‘of 'thousands-of victims A’ distant: court to do-50a.3: -
of illegal mail-openings filed a class ~-.lAt tiresame time, the. mgh court de-
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action in U.S. District Court in Rhode

Island, where one, of them, Rodney D.’
.Dnver lives. i ;A

They . sought: more than SL by.lhon in
damages-—$20,000 for each opened let-
ter, $100,C00" for each class member— .
from 28 present and.former’high’ offi-™

-‘l\p T

“clined tn-grant two other petitions, in--
cludingone by plaintiff Driver for re-.
~view ofithe exemptlonvot former- offi-
.cials who' are now: ‘eithér private: citis
zens orswith other- government depart- |
--ments;"Such, as former CI:: directors,
““Richard" Helms and ‘James R. Schle-

t»

cials of tke .CIA, the.Federal Bureau,:
of Invesugauon,y and- the-Postal, Serv--
ice, whichy¥ had conducted themail in- .a.lawyer for Driver,"-fold?a reporter*
tercept. i New York CityS- 5 {0=N¢): 5 that fit: wasr’t “clear - to: him “whether
- 1 Some of. the. defendants-never-had "the;fugh court. had.intended-to-leave’
set foot in-Rhode. Ysland., With. tha exmig standing. the- portior of the ruling that:
-cepuon of a former -CIA oiﬁezal«who’;‘:;would‘ seern ;. to; exclude< an - official.
!lived in the state, all'said thit'the Suil. = such:as Helms, who left-the CIA to bers
‘was barred hy’ 371982 [Tawthat author: “comg‘mbmadon-to‘lrag._.'r:w» e
“izes citizen'.suits, in ‘any. judicial: s ‘KheiFlorida case-arose from the. dis-.
: district where: the-targeb tederal nfﬁ:i.’:,coveqé‘:;hat .an, iiformes. -hadbeen
“cial lives, owns-property, or’ purpom ~wplanted-in the- ‘defense’ camp_when: a.
‘edly infringed; constitutionsk rights. v i grand Jiry was.investigating the-Vi Viet-
Last May, the 1st U.S:.Circuit Com:t *énam Vg‘tgrgnsgyamstthe War: :.m Ay
of .Appeals’ held that th“e"‘jajr’"e X Thé.aveterans sued=~ for dmgg;,_,
i-empted defendants why' wheu-the.sult"i chargifig that Gy Goodwin, a - -Justice ;
-was filed either had‘lefrme'vo@em e, J)martment roving'” prosecutor.*had
: ment or were servingit i a- capaclty A v_¢onsp1red.w1th US-Attorney William
“unrelated to the mail intercept->7." I "H. Stafford- Jr.: Assistant” .S Attors
‘i At the ‘same -time,  however;r the—“r‘ney “Stuart. 7. "-Carrouth;/znd «~FBE
_court declined: to. exemptﬁmm' CIA‘,..gAvene-Claude Meadow: ey a0 o
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